MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA 
January 7th 2025, 12.45pm

YUXUAN ZHAO – Piano


[bookmark: _Hlk127516196]Piano Sonata No. 28 in A major Op. 101			Beethoven (1770 – 1827)
I.   Allegretto, ma non troppo (Somewhat lively, and with innermost sensibility) 
II.   Vivace alla marcia (Lively, march-like)
III.  Adagio, ma non troppo, con affetto (Slow and longingly)
IV.  Allegro (Swiftly, but not overly, and with determination)


Ballade No. 2 in F major Op. 38					Chopin (1810 – 49)


Preludes Op. 28							Chopin (1810 – 49)
No. 19 Vivace: E flat major
No. 20 Largo: C minor
No. 21 Cantabile: B flat major
No. 22 Molto agitato: G minor
No. 23 Moderato: F major
No. 24 Allegro appassionato: D minor


La Valse								Ravel (1875 – 1937)



Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, address & post code).
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Yuxuan Zhao was born in China in 2002.  He is currently studying for his Master’s degree at the Royal Northern College of Music (RNCM) in Manchester.  Before coming to Manchester, Yuxuan studied as a Junior at the Shenyang Conservatory of Music, winning many competitions such 2nd prize in the Korean Young Chang International Competition, 2nd prize in the Beijing International Musical Festival and Academy Competition, and 1st prize in the LUYI Piano Competition.

Yuxuan was awarded a full scholarship and living grant by the Associated Board of the Royal Schools of Music (ABRSM) to study at the RNCM with Professor Graham Scott.  In his first year of studies, Yuxuan won 1st prize in the UK Appelbe Piano Prize and the Mark Ray Recital Prize 2022. He also won the 3rd prize at the Birmingham International Piano Competition. In 2023, he won the 2nd prize in Sheepdrove Trust Piano Competition. In 2024, he won the prize in Yamaha Music Foundation Europe Scholarship.

Yuxuan has played throughout the UK including cities such as London, Newcastle, Manchester and Chester. He has also performed Beethoven’s Piano Concerto No. 3 with the Stockport Orchestra in Stockport Town Hall and Rachmaninoff’s Piano Concerto No. 2 with Burnley Orchestra and Shrewsbury Orchestra. He also played Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 9 with an orchestra in Northern Ireland. He is currently preparing for various concerts including concertos.





[bookmark: _Hlk131521312]FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS 

 			Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts Series, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection.
January 14th:		Chetham’s School of Music Pianists
January 21st:		Kell Wind Trio
January 28th:		Chiara Lordi (piano)
             
          
 			        Saturday Organ Lunchtime Recitals, 12.45pm. Retiring collection.
   	January 18th:		Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)



	Sunday 2nd February, 7.30pm: St John’s Festival Orchestra Concert           Conductor: Philip Sharp

	Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 27 in B flat major, with Brian Heald (piano)
Beethoven’s Symphony No.2 in D major
Tickets at the door £12 (students £6)



                                      The Wesley Church Centre, Chester: part of the world-wide Methodist family   
                                                                           Registered Charity No. 1138016
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