MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA 
December 23rd 2025
WILLIAM BRACKEN    Piano

Aria variata alla manniera italiana BWV989		Bach (1685 – 1750)

Impromptu in Bb Op. 142 no. 3				Schubert (1797 – 1828)

Impromptu Op. 51 no. 3 in Gb 				Chopin (18010 – 49)

Jeaux d'eau							Ravel	(1875 – 1937)

Anamorfosi 							Sciarrino (b. 1947)

Waltz in E minor Op. posth					) Chopin (1810 – 49)
Waltz in A minor Op. 34 no. 2				)
Grand Waltz Brilliante Op. 18 				)


FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS 
Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts Series, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection.
January 6th: 		 Simon Watterton (piano)
January 13th:		 Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists
January 20th:		 Gema Lu Cai (piano)
                       
 		Saturday Organ Lunchtime Recitals, 12.45pm. Retiring collection.
      			 January 24th:	Alex Lanigan-Palotai (Chester Cathedral)

Sunday February 1st at 7.30pm: St John’s Festival Orchestra Concert at Wesley
Conductor: Adam Davies, Piano Soloist: John Gough
Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 8 in C major K246, Armstrong Gibbs’ Concertino for Piano & String Orchestra,
Albinoni/Giazotto’s Adagio for Organ & Strings, Haydn’s ’Farewell’ Symphony No. 45 in F# minor
Tickets at the door: £12


Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).

[image: ]       	                                                   [image: ] 







Pianist William Bracken's creative voice stems from a deep fluency with the language of music itself, dissolving musical boundaries through improvisational state of mind, curiosity and acute contextual awareness. A visionary musician with a vast repertoire of classical masterworks, contemporary works and equally at home in jazz and improvised music, the Wirral-born pianist has won numerous awards including 1st prize at the 2022 Liszt Society International Piano Competition, 1st prize, press prize and audience prize at the 2023 Euregio Piano Award international piano competition, 2nd prize at the 2023 Livorno international piano competition 3rd prize at the 2024 UniSA international piano competition. He currently holds a position as a member of teaching staff in the Centre for Creative Performance and Classical Improvisation at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London.

Concert highlights include concerto performances at The Barbican, Liverpool Philharmonic Hall, St. John’s Smith Square and recitals at Carnegie's Weill Hall in New York, Chipping Campden Festival, LSO St. Luke’s and Wigmore Hall, where he was praised by the Telegraph for his “courage and stamina and musicality in abundance” and “an ability to hold an audience in the palm of his hand”. He is also active as a core member of the improvisation group Ensemble+ and bandleader of the Will Bracken trio.

Bracken has collaborated with conductors such as Nicholas Collon (Aurora Orchestra) and Domingo Hindoyan (Royal Liverpool Philharmonic) and his chamber partners have included Michael Barenboim, Angela Hewitt and Jonathan Aasgard. During his studies in London William was made a scholar of the Imogen Cooper Music Trust which involved participating in a week of intensive study in the south of France with renowned pianist Dame Imogen Cooper. He also won a full scholarship to attend the Aspen Music Festival and Summer School in Colorado U.S.A in 2022, studying with Hung-Kuan Chen and Fabio Bidini.
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