MUSIC AT WESLEY

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA

December 17th 2024, 12.45pm

WILLIAM BRACKEN – Piano


Toccata in C minor BWV 911 					Bach (1685 – 1750)

Four Piano Pieces Op. 119 					Brahms (1833 – 97)
Intermezzo in B minor
Intermezzo in E minor
Intermezzo in C major
Rhapsody in EЬ major

Sonata No. 32 in C minor Op. 111				Beethoven (1770 – 1827)
I. Maestoso – Allegro con brio ed appassionato
II. Arietta: Adagio molto semplice e cantabile



     FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS 
Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts Series, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection.
Christmas break
January 7th: 		Yuxuan Zhao (piano)
January 14th:		Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists
January 21st:		Kell Wind Trio

 			        Saturday Organ Lunchtime Recitals. Retiring collection.
December 22nd:       	Christmas Music, performed by Claire, Jeremy and Brian Heald 
(contralto, piano, organ)
January 18th:		Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral)

Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, address & post code).
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William Bracken is in high demand as a recitalist, concerto soloist, chamber musician and teacher. The Wirral-born pianist has won numerous awards including 1st prize at the 2022 Liszt Society International Piano Competition, 1st prize, press prize and audience prize at the 2023 Euregio Piano Award international piano competition and 3rd prize at the 2024 UniSA international piano competition in South Africa. He is currently continuing studies at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama in London where he also holds a position as teaching assistant in the Centre for Creative Performance and Classical Improvisation.

Concert highlights include several concerto performances at The Barbican, Liverpool Philharmonic Hall, St. John’s Smith Square and recitals at Chipping Campden Festival, LSO St. Luke’s and most recently Wigmore Hall, where he was praised by the Telegraph for his “courage and stamina and musicality in abundance” and “an ability to hold an audience in the palm of his hand”. William also made his New York debut at Carnegie’s Weill recital hall in January 2024.

William has worked with many of today’s leading musicians including Stephen Hough, Richard Goode, Simon Trpceski and Paul Lewis. In 2022 William was made a scholar of the Imogen Cooper music trust which involved participating in a week of intensive study in the south of France with renowned pianist Dame Imogen Cooper – that summer he also won a full scholarship to attend the Aspen Music Festival and Summer School in Colorado U.S.A, studying with Hung-Kuan Chen and Fabio Bidini.

William performs a large and diverse range of repertoire and also has a keen interest in jazz and improvisational elements of performing classical music. He is a current artist diploma student at the Guildhall School of Music and Drama studying with Profs. Martin Roscoe and Ronan O’Hora.
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                                                                           Registered Charity No. 1138016
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