MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA 
April 14th 2026, 12.45pm
Vale Royal Singers
Director: Margaret Corlett
Accompanist: Brian Heald
Recorders: Margaret Corlett, ……

‘Gems of European Choral Music’

O Radiant Dawn							James MacMillan (b. 1959)

Northern Lights (2008) 						Ola Gjeilo (b. 1978)

Beatus vir								Monteverdi (1567 – 1643)

Veni Sancte Spiritus K. 47 (1768)				Mozart (1756 -91)

Locus iste								Bruckner (1824 – 96)

Cantique de Jean Racine Op. 11				Fauré (1845 – 1924)

They that go down to the sea in ships			Herbert Sumsion (1899 – 1995)

Panis Angelicus							Franck (1822 – 90)

Let the people praise thee, O God Op. 87 (1981)		William Mathias (1934 – 92)

A Gaelic Blessing							John Rutter (b. 1945)


Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Vale Royal Singers were formed in 1978 and take their name from Vale Royal Abbey near Northwich. They are a versatile group of around 20 mixed voices from all over Cheshire who share an interest in making high quality music together.  They enjoy the challenge of singing sacred and secular music in a variety of styles from 16th century madrigals to 20th century popular music; via choral classics – Handel, Mozart, Fauré, Vaughan Williams – to the drama of Sondheim and the fresh modern approach of Morten Lauridsen and Rutter.  They are especially pleased to have helped raise funds for many worthy causes and charities, such as The Hospice of the Good Shepherd, Kidsbank and local churches.

For more information please visit the choir’s website: www.valeroyalsingers.org.uk

	Sopranos
	Altos
	Tenors
	Basses

	Catriona Corradine
Mary Gaskarth
Elizabeth Kirby
Diana McLean
Elaine Shakspeare
	Chris Clarey
Lynne Cowley 
Louise Hall
Claire Heald
Kate Slack
Susan Stringer
	Susanne Brierley
David Howard
John Skinner
Ian Thompson
Jim Watson
	Hugh Cherry
Alistair Cowley Steve Davies
David Whitley





Margaret Corlett graduated from London University with a Joint Honours Degree in Music and German.  She has worked in Austria, Leeds and Holland as a pianist and accompanist, and choral director.  Now in Kelsall, she works as an accompanist, teacher and choral director in the Chester area.  She enjoys performing with vocal and instrumental soloists, choirs and chamber groups as well as teaching and leading workshop sessions.
 

Brian Heald read natural sciences and chemical engineering at Pembroke College, Cambridge and spent a 35-year career in the chemical industry. He holds diplomas in piano and organ performance, has been Wesley’s organist since summer 1976 and Vale Royal Singers accompanist since April 2000.  He enjoys accompanying instrumentalists and singers and performing in chamber groups and as a soloist.




Forthcoming ‘Music at Wesley’ Concerts
         Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts, 12.45pm. Retiring Collection                                   
April 21st:		Brian Heald (piano)
April 28th: 		Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists	
May 5th:		The Apristi Trio (clarinet, cello, piano)	

Saturday Organ Recitals, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection
April 18th:		Graham Eccles (St Asaph)
           		      	
                                      The Wesley Church Centre, Chester: part of the world-wide Methodist family   
                                                                           Registered Charity No. 1138016
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