MUSIC AT WESLEY

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
WESLEY CHURCH CENTRE, ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER CH1 1DA
January 6th 2026, 12.45pm

SIMON WATTERTON – Piano 

 
Prelude & Fugue in E minor (Book 1)   			Bach (1685 – 1750)

Rondo Capriccioso Op. 14					Mendelssohn (1809 – 47)

Prelude in C sharp minor Op. 3, no. 2				Rachmaninoff (1873 – 1943)

Song Without Words in D major Op. 30, no. 5		Mendelssohn (1809 – 47)

Prelude in B flat major Op. 23, no. 2

'Spinning Song' Op. 67, no. 4					Mendelssohn (1809 – 47)

Sonata no. 8 in C minor Op. 13 ('Pathétique')		Beethoven (1770 – 1827)
I. Grave – Allegro di molto e con brio
II. Adagio cantabile
III. Rondo: Allegro




 Forthcoming ‘Music at Wesley’ Concerts
            Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts, 12.45pm. Retiring Collection                                   
January 13th:		Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists
January 20th:		Gema Lu Cai (piano)
January 27th: 		Catherine Strachan (cello), David Hammond (piano)

  Saturday Organ Recitals, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection
January 24th:		Alex Lanigan-Palotai (Chester Cathedral)

Sunday February 1st at 7.30pm: St John’s Festival Orchestra Concert at Wesley
Conductor: Adam Davies, Piano Soloist: John Gough
Mozart’s Piano Concerto No. 8 in C major K246, Armstrong Gibbs’ Concertino for Piano & String Orchestra,
Albinoni/Giazotto’s Adagio for Organ & Strings, Haydn’s ’Farewell’ Symphony No. 45 in F# minor
Tickets at the door: £12




Wirral born pianist Simon Watterton has given recitals as soloist and chamber musician all across the world. In recent years he has performed in China, Canada, the USA, Sweden and Italy as well as extensively in the UK and Republic of Ireland. 

He made his concerto debut at London’s Cadogan Hall and was featured as a Rising Star in International Piano Magazine at the time of a cycle he gave of all the Beethoven piano sonatas in London.  He has appeared at the Wigmore Hall, St John’s, Smith Square and the Purcell Room, as well as performing live on Radio 3’s InTune and for Classic FM. 

As chamber musician he has made two visits on a collaborative piano internship to the Banff Centre, Canada, and has worked with a number of other artists, most recently with cellist Raphael Wallfisch and violinist Daniel Rohn.  

Whilst a specialist in the music of Beethoven, Mozart and Schumann, Simon’s repertoire encompasses a broad range of styles and periods. He has also given lecture recitals ranging from Liszt’s Anness de Pelerinage to Bach’s Goldberg Variations.

As a writer on music he selected and wrote the foreword for a new edition of Frank Bridge’s piano music, published by Dover Publishing of New York.

He is currently a visiting teacher at Royal Holloway, University of London and the University of Limerick in the Republic of Ireland.

Simon studied at the Purcell School of Music with Patsy Toh and the Royal College of Music with Yonty Solomon, where he won a range of prizes and awards, including the Hopkinson Silver Medal, the Barton Piano Prize and the Peter Wallfisch Prize.

Recent concerts included an evening of chamber music at Cadogan Hall with the London International Players, a cycle of Beethoven’s piano sonatas at Riverhouse Barn Arts Centre in Walton-on-Thames and a performance of Bach’s Goldberg Variations in St. Giles Cathedral, Edinburgh.

He currently lives in Oxfordshire with his wife, violinist Anna Cashell, and their two young children. 






Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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