MUSIC AT WESLEY

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
WESLEY CHURCH CENTRE, ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER CH1 1DA
May 19th 2026, 12.45pm

RACHEL FILLHART (Clarinet)
JOHN GOUGH (Piano)


Seven Variations Op. 33                                      	     Carl Maria von Weber (1786-1826)


Andante (from Clarinet Concerto)                                   Alice Mary Smith (1839-1884)
 

Sonata in E flat for clarinet and piano Op. 120 no. 2   Johannes Brahms (1833-1897)
Allegro amabile
Appassionato, ma non troppo allegro
Andante con moto

			

                                            FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS
[bookmark: _Hlk139949441]      Tuesday Lunchtime Concert Series, 12.45pm, Retiring collection
 			May 26th:		Richard Haslam (guitar)
June 2nd:		Leora Cohen (violin), Ariel Lanyi (piano) 
June 9th:		Juanjo Blazquez (piano)

       Saturday Organ Recitals Series, 12.45pm, Retiring collection 
June 20th:		Paul Carr (Birmingham)

Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Clarinettist Rachel Fillhart moved from her native Canada to the UK to study at the Royal Academy of Music and later, at the RNCM, receiving scholarships to both. She moved to Portugal on being awarded the position of assistant principal clarinettist with the Orchestra of the Algarve, giving concerts across Europe for several years.

She now has a busy freelance career in the North West, performing with orchestras including the Halle and CBSO, and gives regular recitals with her trio, Manchester Reed Trio, in addition to recitals with soprano Laurie Ashworth and pianist, John Gough.

Rachel has a special interest in music and health, and runs a small organisation, Cascade Music CIC, which brings live music into health care settings for therapeutic benefits. She is currently a musician in residence at Alder Hey Children’s Hospital in Liverpool.




John Gough was born and bred in Chester and first appeared at the Chester Lunchtime Concerts (at the Town Hall) when still a sixth former, more years ago than he cares to remember! 

He has enjoyed a busy and varied career now entering his 5th decade as a soloist, accompanist and chamber music player. Engagements have taken him to America, including the Carnegie Hall and Denmark where he gave live broadcasts on Danish Radio.  He has given recitals at the Wigmore Hall and Purcell Room, London in addition to many live BBC broadcasts on Radio 3, including the first performances of piano music by Frank Bridge, along with the complete piano quartets of Dvořák, Fauré and Brahms.  Having won the John Ireland Centenary Piano Competition he broadcast many works by this composer.  

As a soloist he has appeared with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic ‘Pops’ and Northern Chamber Orchestra, and has a repertoire of over 30 works for piano and orchestra.  He has performed in concert with the Hallé Wind Soloists and with singers and instrumentalists including Jack Brymer, Janet Hilton and Jane Irwin to name a few.  He has performed at the Chester and Buxton Summer Festivals and for over 180 Music Societies throughout the UK.  

The Wesley Church Centre, Chester: part of the world-wide Methodist family
Registered Charity No. 1138016
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