MUSIC AT WESLEY

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
WESLEY CHURCH CENTRE, ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER CH1 1DA
June 2nd 2026, 12.45pm

LEORA COHEN:			VIOLIN
ARIEL LANYI:			PIANO



Violin Sonata No. 22 in A major K305 			Mozart (1756 – 91)
I. Allegro di molto
II. Tema. Andante grazioso — Variations I to V — Variation VI: Allegro


Violin Sonata No. 2 in D minor Op. 121			Schumann (1810 -56)
I. Ziemlich langsam – lebhaft (Quite slow – lively)
II. Sehr lebhaft (Very lively)
III. Leise, einfach (Softly, simply)
IV. Bewegt (Colourful)





Forthcoming ‘Music at Wesley’ Concerts
         Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts, 12.45pm. Retiring Collection                                   
June 9th:		Laura Jellicoe (flute), Howard Davies (piano)
June 16th:		Juanjo Blazquez (piano)
June 23rd:		Imogen Garner (mezzo-soprano), John Gough (piano)		

Saturday Organ Recitals, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection
June 20th:		Paul Carr (Birmingham) 		


Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Leora Cohen
British-American violinist Leora Cohen has been praised as “a brilliant player” (Suzi Klein), possessing “a natural feel for melody” (Nicola Benedetti) and “the sound of heavenly beauty” (Maxim Vengerov). A double-first graduate of the University of Cambridge, she completed postgraduate diplomas at the Royal College of Music before establishing a dynamic career as a recitalist, soloist and ensemble musician.

Leora is particularly drawn to imaginative recital programming and close artistic collaboration with a wide range of duo partners. Following the passing of composer Carl Davis, she was inspired to bring one of his most beloved scores, Pride and Prejudice, to new audiences, curating a series of live performances that celebrate the work.

In the past year, she founded the Jozef Chasyd Quartet and joined the faculty of Trinity College, Cambridge, where she supervises performance students.


Ariel Lanyi
In March 2023, Ariel Lanyi was honoured to receive the Prix Serdang, a Swiss prize awarded by the
distinguished Austrian pianist Rudolf Buchbinder. The prize is endowed with CHF 50,000, recognising a
young pianist’s achievements and acting as an investment in their future. In the same year, he was named as one of Classic FM’s ‘Rising Stars’. A winner of the Young Classical Artists Trust (YCAT) International Auditions in 2021, he received the 3rd prize at the Leeds International Piano Competition that same year, performing Brahms Piano Concerto No. 2 with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra conducted by Andrew Manze.

Recent highlights have included recitals at the Wigmore Hall, Fundacion Juan March in Madrid,
Homburger MeisterKonzerte series in Germany, the Grafenegg festival in Austria, Frankfurt Alte Oper,
the Kissinger Festsommer and Mecklenburg-Vorpommern festivals in Germany, Perth Concert Hall
(broadcast by BBC Radio 3), and in festivals across the UK. Also a regular visitor to North America, he
has made appearances at the Vancouver Recital Society, Bravo!Vail festival in Colorado and Merkin Hall
in New York, as well as regular appearances at the Miami International Piano Festival. Future engagements include returns to the Wigmore Hall, a tour of Asia, and a debut appearance at the Gilmore Piano Festival. On the concerto platform Ariel has appeared with various orchestras, including the Mahler Chamber Orchestra, Mozarteumorchester Salzburg, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, Vienna Radio Symphony Orchestra, Sinfonia Viva and City of Birmingham Symphony Orchestra.

In 2021 Linn Records released his recording of music by Schubert to critical acclaim. His newest
recording, Organ Reflections, a recording of piano music inspired by the organ by Mozart, Franck, and
Reger, was released to critical acclaim in May 2025 (“...the admirable Lanyi drawing out their many and
varied colours superbly” - from a 5-star review from the BBC Music Magazine). An avid chamber musician, Ariel has attended the Marlboro festival, and has collaborated with eminent musicians such as Maria João Pires, Marina Piccinini, Charles Neidich, Alena Baeva, and Torleif Thedéen.

Born in Jerusalem, Ariel studied with Lea Agmon and Yuval Cohen. Based in London, he completed his
studies at the Royal Academy of Music with Hamish Milne and Ian Fountain. Other awards include 1st prize at the Grand Prix Animato Competition in Paris and 1st Prize in the Dudley International Piano Competition, as well as a finalist award at the Rubinstein Competition. Ariel was recently made an Associate of the Royal Academy of Music.
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