MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA 
June 23rd 2026, 12.45pm

IMOGEN GARNER – Mezzo-soprano
JOHN GOUGH – Piano

A Recital of Twentieth Century English Songs

Three Songs                                                      John Ireland (1879-1962)
A Thanksgiving
The Three Ravens
I Have Twelve Oxen

Three Housman Songs                                      Janet Hamilton (1898-1979)
The Cherry Tree
By Wenlock Town
In Summertime on Bredon

Two Songs                                                        Ivor Gurney (1890-1937)
I Will go With My Father Ploughing
Sleep                
                                                                 
It Was a Lover and His Lass                            Gerald Finzi  (1901- 1956)

Two Songs                                                       Winifred Bury  (1897-1980)
Come To Me in my Dreams
Go Not,  Happy Day

Two Betjeman Songs                                      Madeleine Dring (1923-1977)
Business Girls
Song of a Nightclub Proprietress


Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Mezzo-soprano Imogen Garner studied Economics at Sheffield University, then following a year’s teacher training changed career and studied at the RNCM. Chester-based, Imogen has covered several roles with English National Opera and has enjoyed a long association with the Buxton Festival, where she has covered roles and has sung as a soloist in concerts and live broadcasts on BBC Radio 4. Imogen has performed with Scottish Opera, Birmingham Opera, Heritage Opera, Swansea City Opera and Flat Pack Music. Roles she has performed include Carmen, Orlofsky, Marcellina, Florence Pike, Dorabella, Orfeo, Mrs Grose, Third Lady, Katisha and Berta. Imogen also enjoys giving song recitals at venues throughout the Northwest with her accompanist John Gough and is a regular soloist with choral societies.

John Gough was born and bred in Chester and first appeared at the Chester Lunchtime Concerts (at the Town Hall) when still a sixth former, more years ago than he cares to remember! 

He has enjoyed a busy and varied career now entering his 5th decade as a soloist, accompanist and chamber music player. Engagements have taken him to America, including the Carnegie Hall and Denmark where he gave live broadcasts on Danish Radio.  He has given recitals at the Wigmore Hall and Purcell Room, London in addition to many live BBC broadcasts on Radio 3, including the first performances of piano music by Frank Bridge, along with the complete piano quartets of Dvořák, Fauré and Brahms.  Having won the John Ireland Centenary Piano Competition he broadcast many works by this composer.  

As a soloist he has appeared with the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic Orchestra, the Royal Philharmonic ‘Pops’ and Northern Chamber Orchestra, and has a repertoire of over 30 works for piano and orchestra. 
He has performed in concert with the Hallé Wind Soloists and with singers and instrumentalists including Jack Brymer, Janet Hilton and Jane Irwin to name a few.  He has performed at the Chester and Buxton Summer Festivals and for over 180 Music Societies throughout the UK.  


[bookmark: _Hlk127516196]FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS 
		             Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts Series, 12.45pm. Retiring collection. 
			June 30th:			Lionel Clarke (cello), Brian Heald (piano)
			July 7th:			William Green (piano)
July 14th:			Jeremy Heald (piano)
Summer break from July 21st to August 25th 
September 1st:			Matthew McLachlan (piano)

                                                     Saturday Organ Recitals, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection
June 20th:		Paul Carr (Birmingham) 		


Saturday July 11th at 2pm: Centenary Celebration for Wesley’s Organ.  Retiring collection.
   Organ Recital given by Philip Rushforth (Chester Cathedral), followed by tea and cake.
  Programme includes Widor’s complete 5th Symphony, concluding with the famous Toccata




‘Wednesdays at One’ Lunchtime Concerts at St John’s Church run throughout the summer.
See www.stjohnschester.uk for performer details

                                      The Wesley Church Centre, Chester: part of the world-wide Methodist family   
                                                                           Registered Charity No. 1138016

image1.png
The Wesle
Church Centrey U




image2.jpeg
making




