MUSIC AT WESLEY

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
WESLEY CHURCH CENTRE, ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER CH1 1DA
January 20th 2026, 12.45pm

GEMA LU CAI – Piano 


Étude Op. 35, no. 2 'Automne’					Cécile Chaminade (1857 – 1944)

Sonata in C Major No. 60, Hob.XVI/50 			Haydn (1732 – 1809) 
I.   Allegro 
II.  Adagio 
III. Allegro Molto 

Valses Poéticos							Granados (1867 – 1916)
1. Vivace molto and Melodico
2. Tempo de Vals noble
3. Tempo de Vals lento
4. Allegro humoristico
5. Allegretto (elegante)
6. Quasi ad libitum (sentimental)
7. Vivo
8. Presto

Sonatine								Ravel (1875 – 1937)
 1. Modéré
 2. Mouvement de Menuet
 3. Animé




Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Gema Lu Cai is a Spanish-Chinese pianist and pedagogue. She recently graduated with a First Class Degree from the Royal Northern College of Music. During her time at the RNCM, she studied under the guidance of Professor Helen Krizos, and had the opportunity to specialise in the Music Education pathway during her final year there. Gema had previously finished her professional studies in piano performance at the age of 17 at the Conservatory of Riba-roja de Turia in Valencia, receiving the End of Degree prize for her performance and academic achievements. She was also a student of Juan Lago and
István Székely during her early years.

Gema has been fortunate enough to have obtained almost 20 prizes in numerous competitions and awards. Highlights include First prizes at the Concourse Musical de France 2014 in Paris, First prize in the 2019 Amsterdam Grand Prize Virtuoso in The Netherlands, Bronze prize in the Asia International Piano Competition 2018 in Seoul, Korea, Third prize winner of the Sixth Catholic University of America Piano Competition in Washington D.C, Absolute First prize at the “Jóvenes valores valencianos” competition 2017 & 2019 in Valencia, Spain, and Third prize in the Alion Baltic International Music Competition
2019 in Riga, Latvia.

Thanks to the awards of many of these competitions, Gema made her debut at the world famous halls Kennedy Centre in Washington D.C and Concertgebouw in Amsterdam. Gema also made her debut as an orchestra soloist with the Riba-roja de Túria Conservatoire Orchestra when she was 20 years old.

In 2024, Gema was the first recipient of the Lucy Hale Award at the RNCM, which allowed her to afford her first piano, kindly sponsored by Yamaha UK. When graduating from RNCM, Gema was also awarded with the Clifford Hartley prize for receiving the highest mark at the Piano Pedagogy course.

Nowadays, she enjoys a wide portfolio career, including pedagogy, chamber music, solo performance and accompaniment. She has led Gema’s Piano Studio for 7 years, and she continues to perform regularly around the UK, striving for unique storytelling through her programme choices. Gema is currently a tutor at the prestigious Yorkshire Young Musicians in Leeds Conservatoire, and she is pursuing a Masters in Music Performance and Music Education at the RNCM. Gema is kindly supported by the FW Wright Piano Scholars.


Forthcoming ‘Music at Wesley’ Concerts
            Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts, 12.45pm. Retiring Collection                                   
January 27th: 		Catherine Strachan (cello), David Hammond (piano)
February 3rd:		Chetham’s School of Music Pianists
February 10th:		Callum McLachlan (piano)

  Saturday Organ Recitals, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection
January 24th:		Alex Lanigan-Palotai (Chester Cathedral)

Sunday February 1st at 7.30pm: St John’s Festival Orchestra Concert at Wesley
Conductor: Adam Davies, Piano Soloist: John Gough
Mozart Piano Concerto No. 8 in C major K246, Armstrong Gibbs Concertino for Piano & String Orchestra,
Albinoni Adagio for Organ & Strings, Hadyn ’Farewell’ Symphony No. 45 in F# minor
Tickets at the door: £12

The Wesley Church Centre, Chester: part of the world-wide Methodist family
Registered Charity No. 1138016
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