MUSIC AT WESLEY
SATURDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John Street, Chester CH1 1DA
December 20th 2025, 12.45pm

CLAIRE HEALD: CONTRALTO
JEREMY HEALD: PIANO
BRIAN HEALD: ORGAN/PIANO

Programme of Music for Christmas 

Organ: 
Noel X						Daquin (1694 – 1772)
			
Voice:	
Prepare Thyself Zion (‘Christmas Oratorio’)	Bach (1685 – 1750)

Piano: 							
Candlelight Carol)					John Rutter (b. 1945)
Nativity Carol      ) 
					
Voice:
Star Candles						Michael Head (1900 – 76)
Sweet Little Jesus Boy 				Robert MacGimsey (1898 – 1979)

Organ: 
Christmas Cradle Song				Alfred Hollins (1865 – 1942)
	
Voice:
Long Ago in Bethlehem				Phyllis Tate (1911 – 87)
Mary’s Cradle Song (‘Maria Wiegenleid’)	Max Reger (1873 – 1916)

Piano - Jazz Carols:
See amid the Winter's Snow 			arr. Nikki Iles (b. 1963)
Good King Wenceslas)				arr. Paul Honey
Winter Wonderland  )

Organ:
Toccata on ‘Il est né, le divin Enfant’		Denis Bédard (b. 1950)








Claire Heald first studied singing under Dorothy Richardson of the Guildhall School of Music while a student in Cambridge, and continued her singing studies with Enid Whittle.  She has appeared locally as a soloist on many occasions, usually accompanied by her husband, Brian.  She performed regularly for 16 years with the Chester St. Cecilia Singers and has been singing with The Vale Royal Singers since 1992.  Following an earlier career as a teacher, Claire became a Methodist Minister serving in the North Cheshire Circuit.


Jeremy Heald studied piano with Lila Hallett throughout his years at Upton High School, Chester, while at the same time becoming a proficient violinist and organist. He currently has lessons with John Gough. Jeremy graduated in Mechanical Engineering (M.Eng) from Leeds University in 2003 and completed a further Masters degree in 2009.  He  worked for over 20 years as an engineer in the aerospace, oil & gas, pharmaceutical and utility sectors.  Jeremy has been a church organist in Leeds and Solihull, is a deputy organist at Wesley and performs regularly as a piano soloist.  He is now working as a freelance musician.


Brian Heald has been organist at Wesley Methodist Church, Chester since 1976 and is accompanist for The Vale Royal Singers. He gives regular recitals on both piano and organ in Chester, accompanies his wife Claire who sings contralto and performs in duos with his son Jeremy as well as with Chester cellist Lionel Clarke, with trumpeter John Bush and with various chamber music groups. After a 35-year career in the chemical industry, he now enjoys spending more time on musical activities.  






FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS
[bookmark: _Hlk56175064][bookmark: _Hlk56174461]                              	Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts Series, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection.	
January 6th: 		Simon Watterton (piano)
January 14th:		Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists
January 21st:		Gema Lu Cai (piano)

Saturday Lunchtime Organ Recitals, 12.45pm, Retiring collection
January 24th:		Alexander Lanigan-Palotai (Chester Cathedral)  

Publicity for this recital by www.organrecitals.uk is gratefully acknowledged


Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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