MUSIC AT WESLEY

TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
WESLEY CHURCH CENTRE, ST JOHN STREET, CHESTER CH1 1DA
January 27th 2026, 12.45pm

CATHERINE STRACHAN – Cello
DAVID HAMMOND – Piano

Trois pièces pour violoncello et piano		Nadia Boulanger (1887 – 1989)
1. Modéré
2. Sans vitesse et à l'aise
3. Vite et nerveusement rythmé

Prelude for pianoforte					Madeleine Dring (1923 – 77)

Sonate en la mineur pour violoncello et piano	Marie Jaëll (1846 – 1925)
1. Allegro appassionato 
2. Presto
3. Adagio
4. Vivace molto 

Forthcoming ‘Music at Wesley’ Concerts
            Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts, 12.45pm. Retiring Collection                                   
February 3rd:		Chetham’s School of Music Pianists
February 10th:		Callum McLachlan (piano)
February 17th:		Juna String Quartet	

  Saturday Organ Recitals, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection
February 21st:		John Hosking (Blackburn Cathedral)

Sunday February 1st at 7.30pm: St John’s Festival Orchestra Concert at Wesley
Conductor: Adam Davies, Piano Soloist: John Gough
Mozart Piano Concerto No. 8 in C major K246, Armstrong Gibbs Concertino for Piano & String Orchestra,
Albinoni Adagio for Organ & Strings, Haydn ’Farewell’ Symphony No. 45 in F# minor
Tickets at the door: £12

Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Catherine Strachan grew up in Aberdeen, where she benefited from a superb start to her musical education thanks to the local authority music service and local youth orchestras. Catherine studied modern and baroque cello performance with Myra Chahin and Alison McGillivray at the Royal Conservatoire of Scotland (formerly RSAMD), and followed this with an MA in baroque performance practice at the University of York.

Catherine is now based in York, where she enjoys a varied career as a freelance cellist and string teacher. She has recently performed with The Brigantes Orchestra, The 18th Century Sinfonia and Late Music Ensemble. Catherine also plays regularly with various local ensembles including The Ebor Quartet, Leeds Baroque, Leodis Consort and York Opera. Recent concerto performances include the Beethoven Triple with Banbury Chamber Orchestra in 2023.

Projects for 2026 include a cello recital in York and Catherine will be the baroque cello tutor at HISS (Historically Informed Summer School) in Beverley in August 2026.



David Hammond grew up in Thame, Oxfordshire, where he was taught piano by Judy Thompson. He has been working in York as a musician since graduating from the University of York in 2002, where he studied piano with Liz Haddon. Much of his work involves accompanying soloists and groups on the piano, including concert work, exams and university assessments. Groups have included the Chapter House youth choir, the Sounds Fun choir, York Philharmonic Male Voice Choir and Fiddlers Wreck and Rastrum ceilidh bands. 

He is a regular musician at the Unitarian Chapel in York, and now runs the chapel Friday concert series.    As a member of the Clementhorpe Trio he has performed the Beethoven Triple concerto with Banbury Chamber Orchestra and Thirsk Sinfonia. He has also recently performed with Ignite concerts for a candlelit concert in York Minster. Aside from this he has run workshops in Javanese Gamelan in conjunction with the University of York and sings with the Clerkes of All Saints, a Yorkshire-based liturgical choir.

The Wesley Church Centre, Chester: part of the world-wide Methodist family
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