MUSIC AT WESLEY
TUESDAY LUNCHTIME CONCERT
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA 
November 26th 2024

Benedict Holland     Viola
John Gough               Piano

Sonatina for viola and piano                 		Thomas B Pitfield (1903 - 99) 
Lento
Allegro con spirito

Ballade for viola and piano                   		William Alwyn (1905 - 85)
                                                                              
Two Pieces for viola and piano            		Frank Bridge (1875 - 1941)
Pensiero
Allegro Appassionato

Three Northumbrian Folksongs    		arr. Margot Wright (1911 - 2000)
Billy Boy
Blow the Wind Southerly
The Keel Row        


FUTURE ‘MUSIC AT WESLEY’ CONCERTS 

 			Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts Series, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection.
December 3rd:		Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists
December 10th:		Emily Stewart (soprano), Lauren Turner (piano)
December 17th:		Will Bracken (piano)
                       
 			        Saturday Organ Lunchtime Recitals. Retiring collection.
December 22nd:       	Christmas Music, performed by Claire, Jeremy and 
                                Brian Heald (contralto, piano, organ)

Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, address & post code).
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Benedict Holland studied at the Royal Academy and was subsequently a prize winner at the RNCM where he studied violin with Yossi Zivoni. As a chamber musician, he was a founder member of the Matisse Piano Quartet and the Music Group of Manchester. He is currently a member of the virtuoso chamber ensemble ‘I Musicanti’ and the Victoria Quartet. 

An experienced orchestral leader, he has guest-led many of the UK’s major orchestras including the Halle, Royal Liverpool Philharmonic, Northern Sinfonia, CBSO and the BBC Philharmonic. Until recently he was the violinist and occasional violist with the contemporary ensemble, ‘Psappha’.

He is Professor of Violin at the RNCM and a Visiting Artist at the Trinity Laban Conservatoire. Benedict and John have enjoyed a long-standing duo partnership for the last 30 years.




John Gough was born and bred in Chester and first appeared at the Chester Lunchtime Concerts (at the Town Hall) when still a sixth former, more years ago than he cares to remember! 

Following studies as a scholarship student at the RNCM, he has enjoyed a career combining solo playing with chamber music and accompaniment. He has given recitals at the Wigmore Hall and Purcell Room in London, the Carnegie Hall in New York, and the Bridgewater Hall in Manchester. He has also appeared with the RPO ‘Pops’, the Royal Liverpool Philharmonic and Northern Chamber Orchestra in addition to many BBC broadcasts, often featuring works by John Ireland after winning the John Ireland Centenary Piano Competition. He also enjoyed giving live broadcasts of the complete piano quartets of Brahms, Dvorak and Faure. 
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