MUSIC AT WESLEY

SATURDAY LUNCHTIME ORGAN RECITAL
Wesley Church Centre, St John St, Chester CH1 1DA 
April 18th 2026, 12.45pm

GRAHAM ECCLES

Fantasy: Easter Hymn                             	William H Harris (1883 – 1973)                           
 
Concerto in A minor                                	Antonio Vivaldi (1678 – 1741)
I. Allegro 				   arr. J S Bach (1685 – 1750)                          
II. Adagio 
III. Allegro
 
Epistle Sonata in C K 336                      		W A Mozart (1756 – 91)                    
     							   arr. Bryan Hesford (1930 – 96)
 
Chorale No. 2 in B minor                      	 	César Franck (1822 – 90)   
                                    
Fantaisie in Eb major                                     	Camille Saint-Saëns (1835 – 1931) 
I. Con moto
II. Allegro di molto e con fuoco 
             
Chorale Prelude on ‘Crimond’                	Alec Rowley (1892 – 1958)  
                                   
Sarabande for the Morning of Easter      	Herbert Howells (1892 – 1983)       





Thank you for supporting this recital. The retiring collection (suggested minimum donation £4 per person) covers performer, performing rights and other direct expenses, with the balance in aid of Wesley Church funds. If you are a taxpayer it would be much appreciated if you would donate using a Gift Aid envelope (just add your name, house number & post code).
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Graham Eccles
 
Graham Eccles first studied the organ at Worksop College in Nottinghamshire; during this time he gained his LTCL and ARCO diplomas.
 
He subsequently studied at the Royal Northern College of music in Manchester under Ronald Frost and was appointed Boddington Organ Scholar at St. Ann’s Church.  As well as graduating from the college with an upper division diploma he gained the diploma in professional performance and the Alice Shawcross prize in Church music.  He also achieved the ARCM and FRCO diplomas at this time.
 
For many years he was a regular organist for the BBC Daily Service on Radio 4 and he served as an examiner for the ABRSM for over a decade.
 
He has been Assistant Organist at Chester Cathedral and Organist and Master of the Choristers at St Asaph and Bangor Cathedrals.
 
From 2004, Graham became a freelance musician, teaching and performing locally.  He is a visiting tutor in organ at Bangor University, and has a long association conducting of Colwyn Bay Choral Society as well as St Asaph Choral Society as conductor and now as accompanist. He is in regular demand as an organ accompanist by many other choirs and Choral Societies of the North West and has been Organist at Birkenhead School for a number of years and is accompanist of Chester Music Society Choir.  He has played many times with the RLPO and Hallé orchestras.  


Publicity for this recital by www.organrecitals.uk is gratefully acknowledged


Forthcoming ‘Music at Wesley’ Concerts
         Tuesday Lunchtime Concerts, 12.45pm. Retiring Collection                                   
April 21st:		Brian Heald (piano)
April 28th: 		Chetham’s School of Music Instrumentalists	
May 5th:		The Apricity Trio (clarinet, cello, piano)	

Saturday Organ Recitals, 12.45pm.  Retiring collection
May 16th:		Jeremy Heald (Wesley)
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